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THE INTRODUCTORY PAGES OF TROLLOPE'S PROJECTED
"HISTORY OF FICTION" TRANSCRIBED FROM THE MSS,
"I write this book to' vindicate, not only or chiefly my own
profession as a novelist, but also and more specially that public
taSte in literature which has created and nourished the profession
which I follow. And I am led to do this by a conviction that there
Still exists among us Englishmen a prejudice in respeft to novels,
which may perhaps be lessened by the work which I here propose to '
myself.*' This prejudice is not against the reading of novels, as is
proved by their general acceptance among us. But it exists Strongly
in reference to the appreciation in which they are professed to be
held, and robs them of much (of) that high character which they
may claim to have earned by their grace, their honeSty, and good
teaching.
No man can work long at any trade without being brought to
consider much whether that which he is doing daily tends to evil
or to good. I have written many novels and have known many
writers of novels, and I can assert that such thoughts have been
Strong with them and with myself; but in acknowledging that these
writers have received from the public a full measure of credit for
such genius, ingenuity, or perseverance as each may have displayed,
I feel that there is Still wanting to them a juSt appreciation of the
excellence of their calling and a general knowledge of the high
nature of the work which they perform.
By the common consent of all mankind who have read, poetry
takes the highest place in literature. That nobility of expression
and all but divine grace of words which she is bound to attain before
she can make her footing good, is not compatible with prose.
Indeed, it is that which turns prose into poetry. When that has
been in truth achieved, the reader knows that the writer has soared
above the earth, and can teach his lessons somewhat as a God might
teach. He who sits down to write his tale in prose makes no such
attempts, nor does he dream that the poet's power is within his
reach; but his teaching is of the same nature, and his lessons all
tend to the same end. By either means false sentiment may be
fostered, false notions of humanity may be engendered, false
422